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only to

At the left is one of the
prettiest of the Vassar
flappers—Miss Mary
Simpson—as she
appeared
play “The Follies.” _
The professors objected

in the college

the earrings.

Don’t these charming Vassar flappers in a chorus number of their play, “The Vassar

Follies,

compare most favorably with those usually seen in the regular theatrical

productions? They are meeting with success wherever they appear.

ASSAR COLLEGE is one of the most
conservative educational institu-

tions for women in all this world.

Vassar has dignity; Vassar takes itself
quite seriously, and has every right to do so.
It is an institution for higher learning: its
courses lead to Baccalaureate, Masters’ and
Doctors’ degrees and include everything
from business arithmetic to Indo-Iranian
philology. One would think, on the strength
of all this, that Vassar's student body is
made up of New England spinsters—all
spinsters are from New England—and seri-
ous, unpergonable bookworms {n lmitation
tortoise shell effects.

it 1s not.

Vassar's got flappers—Ilots of them,

The professors are a rather staid,
cumapect lot, as professors nare foreor
dained to be. This is not to say that the
students are not clreumapect, too:
word “elrecumspect” has a sort of unpleas-
ant sound to ears hidden underneath hahbed
tresses. It is not a modern word. It is al-
most obsolete. Nowadays, girls must be
busy doing things, and it's next to impos-
sible In these forward looking times for a
glrl to be circumspect and busy doing
things at the same time, Hence, the
boasted lack of eircumspectness!

Ag has been pointed out, there are sev-
eral flappers at Vassar—or maybe more
than that. And |t would seem reasonable
that these glddy, high spirited, daredevil,
ultra-modern, very-young young women
wounld be the bane of life for the atald pro-
fessors; wouldn't it Yes, it
would; but it's not the fact,

It would geem that the [rivolous young
Indies would exasperate the professors to
‘wtter distraction, f« of Mappers do oxasperate

eire

sefm 507

but that"*

folks to utter distraction. That's the curi-
ous part of it. That’s the strange situation
that made this story possible—not only pos-
gible, but nécessary.

The professors, old and young alike,
whatever their faculties may be—whether
anclent languages or modern cookery—pos-
itively do not dislike the flappers. On the
contrary, they Hke them! There are sev-
eral very learned and very hoary headed
male “profs.” In Vassar and these are the

ones who really do like the flappers a great
deal.

Professors, Young and Old,
Admire Their Vivacity

Htrnnxe', isn't 1t? Why is it that flap-
pers—sneered at in all America, laughed
it and even pitied—are held in high regard
aL conservative ‘old Vaesar College? Why
are they recognized and respected?

One answer to all these questions is that
the professors Nave had it proved to them
that the girls in the lower classes who
come to Vassar with all the earmarks of
the flapper turn out after a little while to
be the backbone of college life and activity,

Whether there was any such backbone
before flappere were invented is a point of
uncertainty, Older people say there was
a good deal of it, but everybody knows how
older people are Inclined to boast and
exagperate when they talk of college days
and the heavy snows of their childhood.
The chances are that the flapper—poor,

misunderitond child—is a potential bul
wark of strength to a college. To amend:
the flapper iz a potential bulwark to a

women's college:

is so essentinlly

tional institute.
In Vassar they are ebullient apirits, keep

it 1s quite doubtful If she
benefielal to a eoednca

’

ing things moving at a most interesting
pace, And when Vassar College needs cam-
paigners the flappers are called upon to
get to work; and they do get to work. That
is another answer to the question: Why do
the stodgy old professors like the flappers?
In clearer detail this answer i{s that the
girls are working assiduously to raise the
Vassar College Salary Endowment Fund.
You know what that means: that the
flappers are working to get money to pay
the professors adequately.

In gpite of the fact that the téachers like
their giddy charges so well, there is one
thing they don’t like about them. Flappers'
parmarks were barely mentioped a few
moments ago; well, that's what the pro-
fessors disllke. The very pretty Miss
Simpeon, whose photograph la shown in
the upper left corner of the page, has them,

What? Earrings!

Vassar professors have a_ prejudice
agalnst earrings, and nobody knows why.
If Miss Simpson knew why-—if she could
have got a reasonable explanation for the
perfectly silly objection—ghe probibly
would never have gone ahead and worn
her earrings when she was photographed.
It is quite true that the professors are dis-
pleased by the wearing of these bite of
pendants. Surely it 18 not because they are
under the impression that they do not be-
coma Miss Simpson. They do,

The flapper organization for the cam.
palgn to ralse ita part of the Endowment
Fund 1a the moat active of all. “Literally
active! For one thing, they have organized
“The Vassar Follles.” " Moreover, the "Fol-
Hes™ are playving to crowded houses in Con-

At the right
is one of
the Vassar
shops which
the flappers
conduct
for the
college fund.

for the greater glory of
Vassar and the increasing
prosperity of their teachers.

It is the opinion generally that the
show is an excellent one. It is for a
good cause. It is making money.
These facts ought to, and really do,
counterbalance and more than coun-
terbalance the: alleged indignity of
skimpy skirts and regulation “Fol-
Hes" uniforms. For a fact, there
is no Indignity about it. The “Vas-
sar Follies” girls are flappers, aren't
they? Yes, and so there cannot be
the least indignity. But there would
have been disgrace in such a college
show beforé flappers were invented.
Fifty years ago—or twenty-five—or
ten—such a show as this one, which
is bringing in a good deal of mdney
for the fund, would not have been
possible. College women simply could
not have acted in it. It would have
been most unbecoming to the college's
dame and dignity.

But styles in girls have changed.
Look at the picture of Miss Mary
MacPherson on this page and then
look at the “Follies” gang and at
smiling Miss Simpson. You scarcely
need to be told that Miss MacPher-
son's photograph was taken many
years ago. She wag an undergradu-

ate at Vassar when the picture was
made. Miss Simpson is an under
graduate now,

There's a difference in their ecloth-
ing., Miss MacPherson is dressed in
the fashion of her day, and it allowed
her little freedom of movement. But
Miss Simpson's clothes are not
thongs—rather an epitome of the new ten-
dency of women to step out freely in long
sirides to a more abstract freedom.

Well, to get back to some kind of sub-
ject. The serious minded professors at
Vasgar have not the least objection to the
“Follies” and ‘their tour. They are wise
men and they sit gravely at thelr desks
and let outsiders talk 1nconaequenlla]ly of
“foolish ‘Follies’ fappers.” They have the
general opinion that these apparently filp-
pant and lightheaded young women are
really most sound, and that their ever flow-
ing high spirits and madcappish proclivities
are actually fine portentions of leader
ship—leadership in action. Therefore they
like the flappers.

It's new; it's modern! Tea table gather-
ings ask themselves why the flapper was
not invented a hundred years ago, Vassar
professors know the answer to that: Why,
the time was not ready for them! ‘They
came alongin the nataral processes of evo-
lution. They are not worth being flippant
about; they are worth being serious abeut.

Mind you, please, the "Follies” project is
not the only accomplished flapper fancy
which has helped to endear the young mad-
caps to the long headed, dour visaged peda-
gogues. To tell of other of thelr conquests
it will be necessary to tell something of
the Vassar College Salary Endowment
Fund.

What the Fund Means
To Great Women’s Colleges

In May, 1920, the General Education
Board, connscted with the Rockefeller
Foundation, made a conditional gift of
£600,000 each to Bryn Mawr, Smith, Welles-
ley, Mount Holyoke and Vassar. The con-
dition was that each college ralse three
times the amount throngh its own efforts.

The gift found Bryn Mawr and Smith
already In the procegses of money ralsing
campalgos end Mount Holyoke and Welles-

/

Ill!r!h ut, New York and New Jorsey towns .45 ghout ready to launch them, Vassar

1922. ’

was merely considering ways and
means when the offer was made,

Vassar got under way last Oecto-
ber with her campaign and has
gone ahead with amazing speed.
The conditions had been fulfilled
by the middle of December and
now the Vassar fund has reafhed
approxjimately $2,600,000, with
$600,000 still to be raised. The
methods employed by the college
women and alumnse to ralse this
money are most Interesting.

“The Vassar Follies” have been
discussed. But the greatest single
money getter is Vassar Shop.
Vassar Shop is the group outcome
of the individual efforts of rearly
6,000 alumns to ralse $250 each,
the amount assigned based on 6,000 /
alumne and students. This would
total $1,600,000. Before the holi-
daye there were Vassar shops all
over the Eastern States, but now
they are all centered in the big
ghop as it now exists at 5561 Madi-
son” avenue, The Vassar Club of
New York has taken aver the
scheme in an effort to raise a group pledge
of $10,000, in addition to assisting con-
slgnors to raise their individual quotas’ of
$260.

The ssar Shop sells everything—al-
most. Beads, books, gowns, cigarettes, pogo
sticks” Almost everything!

But they are not the only ones who are
merchandising,. The flappers are doing
a bit of it around the campus. Such old
tricks as selling the radiators are not In
the bags of the up to date girls of Vassar
undergraduate classes. At the college the
gtudents are doing all sorts of things to
make good a pledge of $100,000.
of the fund must come from the girls them-
gelves, for their parents and relatives are
Msted in another group, called “Friends of
Vassar and Potential Donors.”

The ingenuity of the flapper is one of
her principal charms. One girl has been
renting out her fur coat and turning over

This part

- Why #eProfessors Dont Object
o theVassarklappers

They’re Prettier Than Most Flappers and
They'’re Just as Full of Fun---They
Even Go on the Stage |
and Prove Their Feet

Are Nimble---But the

Grave School
Authorities Aren’t
Shocked

at All

This is a Vassar flapper
of fifty years ago,

Miss Mary MacPherson,
who was the prettiest

and most stylish girl
in her class.

the rent money to the fund. Another rents
out her alarm cloéek. But the prize financier
of the lot is the seventeen-year-old girl who
ralges odd bits of change for the fund by
killlng mice for girls less hrave.

They are®a terribly busé lot. They are
giving benefit teas, coaching, having shop

sales and bazaars, and doing many thlun{ F
in the hope of insuring the professors & |

more adequate wage system. J
Naturally, the professors fail utterly te |
resent the Vassar flappers, !

Jap Suffragettes Active

EN in Japan have already adopted
M Buropean dress—at least for the
strest—and wamen are following
their lead. The reason for thls, according
to Mme. Tnouye, Dean of Women at the
Unlivergity of Toklo, is that her country-
women are rebelling against a slavery to
countless costumes, one for every occaslon
and all subject to complete ripping and re-
making after ecach washing clenning.
The Japanese women, perhaps,
think that Western women are free from
this labor,

“Bealdes” gays Mme, Inouye, “the bulky,
flowing kimono is unsuitable for an active
life, easily solled and hampering to women."

The Dean {s an attendant of the Confer-
ence for the Limitatlon of Armament at
Washington, where she Is representing the
college women of Japan. She wears a trim
taflormade suit on the street,

In Japan a special cloth i made that
must be worn for a certain occasion and
then only. If a woman attends a wedding
only a particular textils is permissible. If
#he atténds a funeral another must ba worn,
and so on for every occasion. Japanshe
women ask to be released from this galling
austam,

“Women in Japan,” gald the Dean, “have
a better time than they used and thelr free-
dom is being extended. Thoy now have a
chance of domestic Independence, for the

or
mistakenly

domipation of the father-in<law iz waning.
When a son marries now his tendency i=
to take his wife and establish a home of his
own.

“Old malds are foew {n Japan, and while

freedom of cholee in a husband !s gaining | |

ground marriage among woman I8 almost |
universal and divorced womefi are rare.
The real desire is happiness In the family
and the modern educated woman In Japan
tries to live up to that ideal.”

UAINT" Is the latest word of the
world that must have a new . and
uncommeon adjective. It has quite

out-moded “amusing” In the slang of the

studios and among those who affecte.dhe

Artistic life. The dictlonary meaning of the

word—"combining an antique appearance

with a pleasing oddity, fancifulness, ori
whimslealness”—has. been quity submerged |
in the passing craze for its use, When the

Governor's daughter in “The Tavern" sald

to the Vagabond, “You are the qualntest man

I ever knew" she did not really mean what

the diotlonary says the word mouns. he

was admiring his powers of deduction. But
the “latest” word has been worked into the
speech and that was the desired thing. The
tone alwaye used In commection with “quaint”

|s patronizing, whether It is applled to a

human being, a pleturs, or what not. ‘The

user (nvariably trles to give the Impression
that the object thus passed upon eould

have been done ever 8o much bettor if. he or 4

rho had hand a hand In making it. To he |

“guaint” nowadays 18 to be ever so slightly

damned, -
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